DAYS     WITH    BERNARD     SHAW                            189
of being given all the power, should be prevented from entering politics
which seems to draw them like a magnet. If the world is to survive, and
it means to survive, it will have to take my advice sooner or later. We
can despair of democracy and trade unionism as we have despaired of
capitalism, without despairing of human nature, but you must bear in
mind that people who talk goodness are the very devil sometimes because
when their goodness hits on the wrong way, as it generally does, they go
much further along it and because they fail they become more ruthless
than the bad people."
The results of the General Election came through and even in this
rural constituency of ours Labour was victorious. "Let Labour beware,"
G.B.S. said, "my advice to the new government is to adopt the Committee
system which worked so well in local government when I was associated
with it." We grew reminiscent, recalling days not so very long ago when
a snatch victory at a Guardians election was a mark of the coming re-
volution and when a hundred votes polled at a Parliamentary election
was nothing less than a moral victory. He said "For my part I hate the
poor and look forward eagerly to their extermination. I do not want
any human child to be brought up as I was brought up, nor as any child
I have known was brought up. Do you ?"
"Judging by the ultimate result, I should say, you were not brought
up too badly," I suggested.
"I don't know. Without Lee I would have remained a barbarian
instead of the almost great man that I am now, almost great because I
am not the He-man of the popular imagination, the man of romance.
I am the typical suburban who goes off to work every day, respectable,
debt-paying and secretly proud of the fact that my roses are the reddest
in the road, only in my case it happens to be plays and not roses. When-
ever I am attacked it is suburbia that throws red roses at my feet." This
new-found enthusiasm for suburbia amused me. He explained: "It is the
surburban vote that tipped the balance, make no mistake about it.
Respectability has triumphed over the gay irresponsibility of the Tories.
We shall now get down to sinks and drains, the things that make up our
existence/'